Lee County Health Department

309 South Galena Avenue, Suite 100

Dixon, Illinois 61021

(815) 284-3371

September 16, 2011





Contact: Cathy Ferguson

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Lee County Health Department will be offering influenza (flu) immunizations beginning in October.  The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommends that all persons 6 months of age and older receive the influenza vaccine unless contraindicated.  

An annual vaccination is the best protection against flu.  Flu is a viral infection with symptoms of chills, fever, cough, headache, and body aches.  It is spread by virus-infected droplets coughed or sneezed into the air.  Influenza should not be confused with viral gastroenteritis which has symptoms of nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea.

The virus strains used in the vaccine will include two A strains and one B strain that are representative of influenza viruses likely to circulate in the United States during the 2011-2012 influenza season.  

As an Illinois Vaccine for Children (VFC) Provider, Lee County Health Department will provide VFC influenza vaccine to eligible children 18 years of age and younger.  The administrative cost for VFC influenza vaccine will be $15.  Adult flu vaccine will be available for $30.  Individuals covered by Medicaid or Medicare Part B who present their cards will not be charged.  State or retired state employees who have Medicare Part B are asked to bring their cards.   
The Lee County Health Department clinics are walk-in clinics and no appointments are necessary.  Flu vaccine will not be provided to anyone who has an acute febrile illness.

The following flu clinics will be held in Lee County:
· Wednesday, October 26, 2011 at Lee County Health Department from 3-6 p.m.
· Friday, November 4, 2011 at Snyder’s Pharmacy in Dixon from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

· Tuesday, November 8, 2011 at Lee County Health Department from 3-6 p.m.

· Thursday, November 17, 2011 at Lee County Health Department from 3-6 p.m.

· Tuesday, November 29, 2011 at Lee County Health Department from 3-6 p.m.

· Thursday, December 8, 2011 at Lee County Health Department from 3-6 p.m.

· Tuesday, December 13, 2011 at Lee County Health Department from 3-6 p.m.

*or until vaccine supplies run out
