Public Health

Prevent. Promote. Protect.

Lee County Board of Health Meeting Minutes
July 14, 2026

The Lee County Board of Health met at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at the Lee County Health
Department.

Board members present were Janice McCoy, Emily Rose, Dr. Shailee Patel, Dr. William Long and Piper
Grazulis. Members absent were Katie White, Sue Shippert, and Dr. Christine Doyle. Also present at
the meeting were health department employees Cathy Ferguson, Angel Lillpop, and Lisa Wiggins.

Guests Present: None
Call to Order: President Dr. Patel called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the May 12, 2026 board of health meeting were approved following
a motion by Piper Grazulis that was seconded by Janice McCoy.

Public/Visitor Comments: None

Monthly Financial Reports: May & June financial reports and June & July claims were reviewed and
approved after a motion by Dr. Long that was seconded by Janice McCoy. Cathy noted the low
current cash balance. We have grant money still to come in, as well as property taxes and transfer in
dollars from the county. We haven’t received any of that yet this fiscal year.

Administrator’s Report:

Cathy reported:

Our budget hearing has been scheduled for August 4.

The management team has completed the succession planning series. They’ve received all the
completed employee role reviews, which provide comprehensive information for every position in the
department. Especially interesting were the succession pipeline interest surveys. The management
team meets Friday and will review all of the forms, pull out highlights, and develop timelines for
advertising, interviewing, hiring and starting successors of the Director of Maternal & Child Health and
for a bit later, the Administrator.

Division Reports
Community & Personal Health

Cathy reported for Jenny: We’ve been wrapping up reports/data for our Family Planning, Sharps
Collection and Respiratory grants for FY26.



August 3 is the rollout date for IDSS 2.1, the comprehensive infectious disease reporting electronic
platform. Jenny & Elizabeth have been completing training in preparation for the rollout.

Due to a spike in syphilis cases, combined with a major recall of prefilled syringes by Pfizer, there is a
national Bicillin shortage; expected to last through late 2027. We have started treating patients who
have syphilis with the alternative option, Doxycycline; as Bicillin is prioritized for pregnant women. If
we need to, we can contact IDPH to procure Bicillin.

Cathy added to Jenny’s report that several times in the last few months, Infectious Disease staff have
identified issues with inaccurate STl testing or treatment at area clinics. This is a good example of
public health serving as a community safety net. We’re trying to determine the best way to handle
this. We may reach out to clinics and remind them if they have any questions, to contact us. Or-send
them our way for treatment. We are experts in this area and it would be easier to see them all for
treatment than to identify issues during or after treatment that have to be resolved.

Fiscal & Front Office: Angel told the board that we are in the trial phase with a small number of
employees for the county’s new electronic timekeeping system-it’s a slow process as it is being built
to meet our needs for grant reporting.

Maternal & Child Health: Lisa informed the board that as of July 1, universal testing for lead went into
effect. All children will be tested for lead at age 12 and 24 months.

OSF residents were here recently.

The new IMACH (Illinois Maternal and Child Health) platform should be available at the end of August.
Lindsay & Ashton have been working with it and will be our internal trainers.

The WIC Farmer’s Market Program received additional money, so client vouchers, which had been
reduced from years’ past will be increased.

Lisa and Jenny have met to discuss this fall’s flu clinic schedule.

Environmental Health: Cathy informed the board that Amber Becker recently had her 3-month review
and is doing great.

EH staff will start using an electronic platform with the zoning department for nuisance cases that
both departments are addressing. This will make information sharing and tracking much easier and
more efficient.

New Business: None

Old Business: None

Dr. Long motioned to adjourn the meeting and Piper Grazulis seconded. The meeting was adjourned
at6:53 p.m.

The next scheduled meeting of the Board of Health is September 8, 2026.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dr. Christine Doyle, Secretary



